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Introduction
The Secret Life of Bees is an American film produced in 2008. Lily Melissa Owens is the main actor who narrates the narrative. Lily, the daughter of T.Ray Owens and Deborah Fontanel Owens narrates how she escaped from her abusive father and also saved Rosaleen Daise, their black maid from three racists. The two escaped to Tiburon where they met the Boatwright sisters who are all blacks: August, May, and June (Buncle, 2009). This paper will critique the film based on family stressors and their effects, family dynamics, and the influence of the agents of macrosystem, microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem, and chronosystem.
Examples of family stressors evident in the film include the death of loved ones, emotional problems, traumatic events, family abuse, divorce, and racial discrimination. The death of Deborah affected her daughter, Lily, and exposed her to abuse by her father resulting in her escaping from their home. The death of April affected her sister, May, who developed depression. Emotional problems such as depression experienced by May led to her committing suicide.  Traumatic events and family abuse such as witnessed by Lily from her father made her escape from the home and refused to go back. The family abuse and divorce made Deborah try to leave her home and husband for good which resulted in a physical fight and her death. Racial discrimination led to the unlawful arrest of Rosaleen and Zach. Some of the strategies used to cope with the family stress include escaping whereby Lily and Rosaleen escaped from abuse and racial discrimination. Another strategy is the presence of the Boatwright residence which acted as a refuge residence for the blacks.
The characters in the film broadly interact together as one big family although not related making it more of a system rather than unit families. T. Ray, Deborah, and Lily formed a nuclear family which eventually formed another extended family through interactions with different people.   Rosaleen was a black maid in a white family but she was more of a family member for she became Lily’s protector and mother figure as well as her best friend. This chain continued to the Boatwrights sisters who lived together as a family. Lily and Rosaleen joined them and interacted together as one family. It was in this big family where Lily met Zach who developed a love interest in her. June, one of the Boatwright sisters also met Neil who became her fiancé.  Lily came to learn that her August, one of the Boatwright sisters was her mother’s nanny and raised her (Buncle, 2009). They all formed one family.
Microsystem agents act within the immediate environment of a person. For example, Lily’s father being abusive makes her lose her mother and escape from home. Macrosystem agents include societal factors such as racial discrimination witnessed in The Secret Life of Bees film which led to torture and arrest of the blacks such as the case of Rosaleen and Zach. Mesosystem agents include interconnections between Microsystems. For example, the good relationship between Lily’s mother and August influenced August to take Lily to stay with her. Exosystem agents include factors beyond the immediate environment, for example, Lily refused to go back home with her father after August told her of how the father abused her mother.  Chronology agents are environmental events and life transitions. For example, the escaping of Lily from their home to the Boatwright sisters’ residence was a transition.
The Secret Life of Bees film is an interesting narrative of a confident girl who escapes from abuse by her father and saves their maid who is black from racists. However, I did not like the character of Lily’s father of being abusive to both Deborah and Lily. The racial discrimination against the blacks was also not an interesting act.  I like the Boatwright sisters who offer support to blacks and the whites as well. The relationship between the many characters that eventually interact to form a system of a big family is recommendable.
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